Quality of Education

Curriculum
Is the curriculum ambitious and designed to give all pupils the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life?

How well is the curriculum coherently planned and sequenced so that pupils build up their knowledge and skills? Why this and why now?

How does prior content taught in previous lessons, topics and years prepare pupils for subsequent learning?

Is there any narrowing of the curriculum for any subject / year group?

Do teachers have good subject knowledge across a range of subjects? Are they any CPD needs for particular year groups / subjects? How are specialists and non-specialists supported to improve their subject knowledge, alongside their pedagogical knowledge?

How is teaching designed so that pupils ‘know more and remember more’ long term and can apply it?

How well is assessment used to embed and use knowledge fluently, check understanding, inform teaching of the curriculum? Across a range of subjects?

Is work given to pupils suitably challenging?

Is the work in pupils’ books of a good quality across a range of subjects?

How can we show evidence of practical tasks in Science and other subjects?

Is the school’s curriculum intent and implementation embedded securely and consistently across the school? 

Is it evident from what teachers do that they have a common understanding of the school’s curriculum intent and what it means for their practice?

Does pupils’ work, over time and across the school, consistently match the aims of the curriculum? Is pupils’ work across the curriculum consistently of a high quality?

Do pupils consistently achieve highly, particularly the most disadvantaged?

Do SEND pupils achieve exceptionally well?










SEND
Is the curriculum ambitious and designed to give disadvantaged / SEND pupils the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life?

How is the curriculum adapted, designed or developed to meet the needs of pupils with SEND so that they can apply what they know and can do with increasing fluency and independence?

How are resources chosen and used to support learning across the curriculum so that SEND pupils build up their knowledge, skills and independence?

How well are pupils with more challenging behaviour supported to improve their behaviour and attendance?

Do SEND pupils achieve exceptionally well?

Reading
How do you ensure that the teaching of early reading is prioritised?

How do teachers develop a love of reading? How do they select the books that they are going to read to children? 

What do you want all children to know – term by term – so that they meet the phonics screening standard by the end of Year 1?

What do you do to ensure that children continue to make progress in reading accuracy and fluency in Year 2 and beyond?

How do you ensure that children’s reading books help them practise the sounds that they have learned?

How are books chosen for children to take home to read? How often do they change these books?

How do you spot children who are not on track with the pace of the school’s phonics programme? What support is in place to help these children catch up quickly?

How do you make sure that staff develop the necessary expertise to teach children to read? What additional training is given to staff who provide support for the weakest readers?

How do leaders and staff use information about children’s progress to improve their teaching?

Is there a rigorous and sequential approach to the reading curriculum to develop pupils’ fluency, confidence and enjoyment in reading?










Behaviour
Does the school have a positive environment with high expectations for pupils’ behaviour and conduct? Are these expectations commonly understood and applied consistently and fairly? Are there clear routines in place?

How well is any low level disruption managed in lessons so that it does not disrupt learning or the day-to-day life of the school?

Do pupils have positive attitudes to learning? Are they developing resilience? How is this promoted within the school?

Is this a school where bullying, harassment and violence is tolerated? How quickly and effectively is bullying, aggression, discrimination and derogatory language dealt with?

How well do staff promote a positive and respectful culture where pupils are safe and feel safe?

Is there evidence of pupils making a highly positive and tangible contribution to the life of the school and/or wider community? 

Do pupils actively support the well-being of other pupils? How could this be promoted or developed?

Personal Development
How well does the curriculum enhance pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development?

How well are pupils supported to develop strength of character to be confident, resilient and independent?

Do pupils understand how to eat healthily, maintain an active lifestyle and keep physically and mentally healthy? Do pupils have an age-appropriate understanding of healthy relationships?

Are there a wide range of opportunities to nurture, develop and stretch pupils’ talents and interests?  Are they well attended?

Does the school prepare pupils for life in modern Britain effectively? Are pupils developing their understanding of fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, tolerance and respect?

How effectively does the school promote equality of opportunity and diversity so that pupils learn to appreciate and respect differences in the world and its people? 

How does the school provide meaningful opportunities for pupils to be active citizens who contribute positively to society? Do pupils have opportunities to discuss and debate issues and ideas in a considered way?

Does the school go beyond the expected, so that pupils have access to a wide, rich set of experiences? Are opportunities to develop pupils’ character exemplary and worthy of being shared with others?

